OCT 11, 2026

ST. ANTHONY

CATHOLIC CHURCH

CATHOLIC CHURCH 971 O’HARA AVENUE, OAKLEY, CA.

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend Mass

Saturday Vigil | 5:00pm (Eng.)

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am, (Eng.)
TO THE FEAST @ =iz
4 Weekday Mass

Monday | 8:30am (B)

Tuesday | 8:30am (B)

Wednesday | 8:30am (B), 6:30 pm (Esp.)
Thursday | 8:30am (B)

Friday | 8:30am (B), 6:30 pm (B.)

MATTHEW 22:4

Reconciliation / Reconciliacion
Thursday | 6:30pm

Saturday | 3:30 pm - 4:30pm

Other | By Appointment

NEW PARISHIONERS

Thanks for Coming!

\EW AUEVOS
PARISHIONERS PARROQUINNOS
3L O

3 GLT CISTRAT
Tie| REGISTERLD R

Our Mission
Our community follows Jesus by praying, loving and serving God.

. . ’ .o . (74 WM/ ST. ANTHONY’S
Nuestra comunidad conocey sigue a Jesus rezando, amando, y sirviendo a Dios. W o CHURCH

St. Anthony, pray for us.
San Antonio, ruega por nosotros. Are you still using VANCO?
We are now moving to

|
(925) 625-2048 | parish@stanthonyoakley.com ze“e:w

www.stanthonyoakley.com




ABOUT OUR CHURCH

Parish Staff

Parochial Administrator

Fr. Rafael Hinojosa
FrRafael@stanthonyoakley.com

Parochial Vicar

Fr. John Paul Rabago
FrJohn Paul@stanthonyoakley.com

Deacons
Deacon Alberto Cruz
DcnAlberto@stanthonyoakley.com

Deacon Emeritus Joe Tovar
Deacon Emeritus Alan Layden

Parish Secretary

Alejandra Castellon
parish@stanthonyoakley.com

Parish Bookkeeper
Celeste Plate
Bookkeeper@stanthonyoakley.com

DRE

Jajahira Gallardo
dre@stanthonyoakley.com

Bulletin

Submissions to the Sunday Bulletin
Deadline by noon on Monday,

six (6) days prior to the desired
Sunday of publication. Send files to

parish@stanthonyoakley.com. and/or

Carolina@stanthonyoakley.com

Website

* VENGAN

AL BANQUETE.

MATEO 22,4

IGLESIA CATOLICA DE SAN ANTONIO

Office Hours Follow Us

Monday - Wednesday - Friday
(Lunes-Miércoles-Viernes)
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
and
1:00 pm-6:00 pm
Tel: (925) 625-2048
Fax: (925) 625-4433

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!

FAITH FORMATION

Call the Parish Office, Christian Initiation:

(925) 625-2048 For Adults (English)

for more program information or to register. Julio & Lizette Suarez
Baptism, Parish Secretary For Adults (Espafiol),

CCD, Jajahira Gallardo Den. Alberto y Claudia Cruz
EDGE, Emma Arcayena For Children,

Youth Confirmation, Alejandro y Veronica Mercado

Jajahira Gallardo

Please call the OfHCC fOI‘ more information about other Sacraments or Services.

SUNDAY’S COLLECTION
PLATE

TOTALS FROM SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

All church ministries are invited to share
their upcoming events or news to our
website. Send your info to
Carolina@stanthonyoakley.com

$ 11,209.00

$1,134.00
SECOND COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Ist Collection

2nd Collection

October 11: Diocesan Newspaper - Periodico Diocesano
October 18: Mision Sunday - Domingo Misionero

T/mnk you fOl‘ your generous support /GTGCiﬂS pOT Su generoso apoyo.
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First Reading:
The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face.
(Is 25:8)
Psalm:
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
(Ps 23)
Second Reading:

| have learned the secret of being well fed and of going
hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need.
I can do all things in him who strengthens me.
(Phil 4:12-13)
Gospel:
“Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the
feast whomever you find.” (Mt 22:9)

Matthew 22:1-14

We all depend on the gifts God gives us, and one of them is
the banquet He has pruparud for us. We need only the
wedding garment. Without it, we are not worthy to enter the
banquet and enjoy its elesdme and distinction. Where can
that garment be found? In which shop can we buy it? That
very special attire can only be found in the Gospel, designed
with the teachings of Jesus. Its cut and tailoring include
responsibility, justice, kindness, and peace; and, of course, we
must wear it with joy in our daily commitments: within the
family, with friends, and in the parish community and the
neighborhood around us.

In His time, Jesus was rejected by the priests, scribes, and
Pharisees, for they would not accept the new image of the
merciful God that the Son of God revealed to them. The
invitation to the banquet and the wedding garment are for
everyone. “The Church is called to go to the crossroads of
today—that is, to the geographical and existential peripheries
of hun’l’lnlty those marginal places, those situations where
fragments of humanity without hope are found and live. It is a
matter of not settling into comfortable, habitual forms of
evangelization and charitable witness, and of opening the
doors of our hearts and our communities to everyone, because
the Gospel is not reserved for a chosen few... God considers
everyone worthy of His love. He prepares the banquet for all”
(Popc Francis, November 10, 2020).

(PRACTICING)—CATHOLIC

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The King of Rejected Meals
“She was the Queen of Rejected Meals.”

That’s what | want it to say on my
tombstone. Etched in marble, deeply, so the
wind and rain of a thousand years can never
erase it.

Humor, you see, masks my despair. I’m sure
many of you know the feeling of sweating
over a hot stove for an hour to create a dish
that a small, picky eater will push away, lips
curled with disgust.

We’ve all made a feast no one wanted to
come to.

It strikes me that “King of Rejected Meals” is
an epithet which could likewise be scrawled
on the empty tomb. Don’t mistake me — I’'m
not comparing myself to Christ! (And I’'m
definitely not comparing my sub-par beef-
and-zucchini casserole to the Eucharist, the
food of life.)

I’m just saying that a lot of evenings, when
I’m clearing plates from the table, | wonder
why | even bother. | wonder why | don’t just
give in and let the kids eat potato chips and
KitKats for every meal like they want.

Why don’t I? Well, mom guilt, for starters. But
it’s more than that, really. It’s the certainty |
have, underneath the resentment, that my
efforts aren’t in vain, despite all evidence to
the contrary.

Hope springs eternal, you see. How can we
Christians help but be optimistic? We have
been welcomed to a feast laid for others. We
find our salvation in the ultimate rejected
meal, in recognizing what true nourishment
looks and feels and tastes like, even —
especially! — when the rest of the world does
not.

Maybe one day my kids will eat grilled
chicken willingly. Who knows? Miracles
happen every day.



COMMUNITY PRAYER,ORACI()N EN COMUNIDAD
TMNass Intentions
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St. Vincent de Paul

St. Anthony Conference

If you need assistance, or like to
volunteer or donate, contact the St.
Vincent de Paul St. Anthony Conference
at 925-325-7424. We provide various
forms of assistance which may include
food, clothes, furniture, housing
assistance, and referrals to other
professional agencies. (Food Pantry)
Open on the 2nd and 4th Saturday from
8:30AM to 10:00AM.

Si necesita ayuda, o desea ser voluntario
o donar, comuniquese con la Conferencia
de San Vicente de Paul San Antonio al
925-325-7424. Brindamos diversas formas
de asistencia que pueden incluir
alimentos, ropa, muebles, asistencia para
vivienday referencias a otras agencias
profesionales. (Despensa de alimentos)
Abierto el segundo y cuarto sabado de
8:30 am. a 10:00 am.

DONADO CON AMOR PARA CELEBRAR

LAS BENDICIONES DE LA VIDA DONADO CON AMOREN MEMORIA DE: POT{'H\’OT Oremos por...

Birthdays Wedding Anniversaries
Cumpleanios Amversarlo de Bodas Mayra Guadalupe
Vicrorin Ocorva Aveeun Rivema C'astarena Salas Eml!y Avendan?
SECORREL S EINIET Diego Torres Maria Plascencia
Vioter Renst Escamilla Family Ricardo Diaz
Morie Rensh Luann Spindler Ignacio Campos
Gavauior Verasco Avarat Agustin Martinez Annette Diaz
Recoie Jurez Elizabeth Vega Carrillo
Thank you to the families whose generosny beautifies our church while celebrating life's special moments If you wish to add a loved one who is in need of our prayers,
honor the memory of their loved ones. please call the Parish office at 625-2048,

Gracias a las familias cuya gener051dad embellece nuestra iglesia mientras celebran los momentos especiales
e la vida y honran la memoria de sus seres queridos.
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Names will be posted for a month.




Primera lectura:

El Sefior Dios enjugara las lagrimas de todos los rostros. (Is
25, 8)

Salmo:

Habitaré en la casa del Sefior todos los dias de mi vida. (Sal
23)

Segunda lectura:

He aprendido el secreto de estar saciado y de pasar
hambre, de vivir en abundancia y de pasar necesidad.
Todo lo puedo en aquel que me fortalece. (Flp 4, 12-13)
Evangelio:

«Salgan, pues, a los caminos principales e inviten al
banquete a todos los que encuentren». (Mt 22, 9)

Mateo 22:1-14

Todos dependemos de los regalos que Dios nos da, y uno de
ellos es el banquete que nos tiene preparado. Solo
necesitamos el vestido de fiesta. Sin este, no somos dignos de
entrar al banquete y disfrutar de su elegancia y distincion.
;Ddnde se encuentra ese vestido? ;En qué tienda lo podemos
comprar? Ese traje tan especial solo lo podemos encontrar en
el Evangelio, disefiado con las ensefianzas de Jesus. Su corte 'y
confeccion incluyen responsabilidad, justicia, bondad y paz; y,
por supuesto, debemos portarlo con alegria en los
compromisos de cada dia: en la familia, con los amigos y en la
comunidad parroquial y del vecindario que nos rodea.

En su tiempo, Jesus fue rechazado por los sacerdotes,
escribas y fariseos, pues ellos no admitian la nueva imagen del
Dios misericordioso que les mostraba el Hijo de Dios. Invitar al
banquete y vestir de fiesta es para todos.“La Iglesia esta
llamada a ir a las encrucijadas de hoy, es decir, a las periferias
geograficas y existenciales de la humanidad: esos lugares
marginales, esas situaciones en las que se encuentran y viven
fragmentos de humanidad sin esperanza. Se trata de no
apoltronarse en las formas cémodas y habituales de
evangelizacion y testimonio de la caridad, y de abrir las
puertas de nuestro corazon y de nuestras comunidades a
todos, porque el Evangelio no esta reservado a unos pocos
elegidos... Todos son considerados por Dios dignos de su
amor. El prepara el banquete para todos” (Papa Francisco, 10-
11-2020).

CATOLICA - (PRACTICANTE)

RECONOCE ADIOSEN TUS
MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS
Por Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

El Rey de las Comidas Rechazadas
"Ella era la Reina de las Comidas Rechazadas."

Eso es lo que quiero que diga en mi lapida.
Grabada en marmol, profundamente, para que el
viento y la lluvia de mil afios nunca puedan
borrarla.

El humor, como puedes ver, oculta mi
desesperacion. Estoy segura de que muchos de
ustedes conocen la sensacion de sudar sobre la
estufa caliente durante una hora para preparar
un plato que un comensal pequefio y
quisquilloso rechazara, con los labios curvados
de asco.

Todos hemos preparado un banquete al que
nadie queria venir.

Me parece que "Rey de las Comidas Rechazadas"
es un epiteto que también podria escribirse en la
tumba vacia. No me malinterpretes — jno me
estoy comparando con Cristo! (Y definitivamente
no comparo mi pobre cacerola de resy
calabacines con la Eucaristia, el alimento de la
vida.)

Solo digo que muchas noches, cuando estoy
recogiendo platos de la mesa, me pregunto por
qué me molesto. Me pregunto por qué no cedoy
dejo que los nifios coman patatas fritas y KitKats
en cada comida como ellos quieren.

¢Por qué no lo hago? Bueno, culpa de madre,
para empezar. Pero es mas que eso, en realidad.
Es la certeza que tengo, debajo del
resentimiento, de que mis esfuerzos no son en
vano, a pesar de todas las pruebas en contra.

La esperanza es eterna, ;ves? ;Cémo podemos
los cristianos no ser optimistas? Nos han dado la
bienvenida a un banquete preparado para otros.
Encontramos nuestra salvacion en la comida
rechazada, al reconocer como se ve, se siente y
sabe la verdadera alimentacidn, incluso —
iespecialmente! — cuando el resto del mundo no
lo hace.

Quiza algun dia mis hijos coman pollo a la parrilla
de buena gana. ;Quién sabe? Los milagros
ocurren todos los dias.



g CONFIRMATION

Must be Parishioners
and/or past students of St.
Anthony Church ONLY!

For 13 yrs old and over
with Special needs
(provide IEP).

Must have completed
their 1 Communion

Bring Original Baptism and
1** Communion Certificate

$200.00 Fee

REGISTRATION DATES

Wednesdays
October 14 and 21, 2026

at 6:30 pm. in Padua Hall

Learning to live with faith,
love, and purpose.

Requirements:

Must be Parishioners and/or past
students of St. Anthony Church ONLY!

For 7-12 yrs old and over with Special needs
@ (provide IEP). - ---+REGISTRATION DATES

% Must have completed their 1* Communion

WEDMNESDAYS
OCTOBER 14 AND 21, 2026

3 Bring Original Baptism and 1* Communion AT 6:30 PM. IN PADUA HALL

Certificate

$100.00 Fee

LOVE Is FAITH
IN ACTION.




BE
A LIGHT
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THE
WORLD
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MATTHEW 5:16

... MEMBER <
%, Wandalowy Kelrea Tt

S ANSWER THE CALL Ry e

Mission

A day of faith, formation, —fe—
feh’owshfp and service. ONE CHURCH

& 3 L. FaE— ONE FAMILY
MANY GIFTS

A SHARED
MISSION

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 31, 2026 P
@ 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM__

0 PADUA HALL

ALL THOSE WHO SERVE
ST. ANTHONY PARISH

LA A igh O W

FORM PRAY FELLOWSHIP SERVE MISSION

%ﬁﬂf%’”ﬁ 94“_?’6

ISATAH 6:8



OTHER PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

- i 2 G

e . ALL DiA DE LOS
- SOULS’ DAY

UN TIEMPO PARA RECORDAR,

A TIME TO REMEMBER,
A TIME TO PRAY UN TIEMPO PARA ORAR
Tt 'l- 2555 — TGS 'l' TS

&  “Eternal rest grant unto them,

af . O Lord, and let perpetual light
= -,.,'" ' shine upon them.”
Matthew 25:46

“Dales, Senor, el descanso eterno

y brille para ellos la luz perpetua.” &
Mateo 25, 46 .

AN

.,,;f

Mass Limes <= Fforau

Monday, November 2, 2026 Lunes, 2 de noviembro de 2026
Bi]ingual ? Bilingf.ie
6:30 PM ANTHANY 6:30 PM
Bilingual ' Bllmgue
\‘\—
We are accepting 1 Estamos aceptando sobres
D name donation envelopes de donacién con los nombres
_;r /' from September 15, 2026 del 15 de septiembre de 2026
/| to October 25, 2026. al 25 de octubre de 2026.
Please place envelopes in the Por favor, coloque los sobres en la
collection basket or drop off canasta de la colecta o depositelos en el
in the parish mailbox or office. buzén parroquial o en la oficina.

/— Wy they reat in the peace of (ot
ue dedendern ez‘}(ipmz de (Credro

’
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OTROS ANUNCIOS PARROQUIALES

p(ﬂ,pr;w

Grupode Apoyo ;%

pavas Wlujeres

Solteras de la Tercera Edad
AN \V L&

his

-

.
’, 1

-

Un espacio para compartir, acompanarnos y fortalecer
nuestra fe, amistad y bienestar en esta etapa de la vida.
Este grupo es una extension de las reuniones del Movimiento "

Familiar Cristiano (MFC), pensado especialmente para mujeres : »*'A
catolicas solteras de la tercera edad

»4"!@

( u da Nos reunimos |
los Viernes

2 veces al mes |

Compaﬁ_erismo Todas son !

Lo il 31.1 bienvenidas! |
Para mas mf:)lm acion o para unirse al grupo, R s Q? —
favor de contactar a g Abierto a todas las feligreses de la

Tita al 925-595-9177 /== ggmq”iadg?s_a“ ”‘““‘2‘1"

ST, ANTHONY'S \. + CENADE '
i"‘&XOCATIONS | VOCACIONE
> DINNER £€23 2 1Dk SAN ANTONT 42

a{\ This year, “Escuela Biblica San Jeronimo™ is =% | ’ Este afio, “Escuela Biblica San Jer6nimo” estard organizando
hosting our Religious Vocation Ce]ebrauon > (B nuestra Celebracion de las Vocaciones Religiosas.

" SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2026 ) S ('fsABADO 7 DE NOVIEMBRE, 2026 )

Doors Open: 5:00 PM Rk _ Puertas abren: 5:00 PM
Dinner Served: 6:30 PM ; A ) Cena servida: 6:30 PM

cXo- ko
PORK STEAK BISTEC DE PUERCO
OR K 0
X CHICKEN THIGH FILLET4, - o ¥ FILETE DE MUSLO DEPOLLO -
gl Sautéed Potatoes with Rosemary i S - Papas Salteadas con Romero | #
1 and Green Salad E y Ensalada Verde _iw

Mo

‘. $20 Adults | $15 Senior/Child | $60 FEITNI}’ $‘)0 Adultos | $15 Personas Mayores/Nifios | $60 Familia ded )~

(-10 Alternative Servings) (-10 Porciones

arious Raffles gl la Puerla yV
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Our Parish is enriched with many
ministries; please consider 1earni'ng
about and engaging in one or more of
our ministries. For information, email
the contact listed.

Nuestra parroquia cuenta con muchos
ministerios. Considere conocer y
participar en uno o mas de cllos. Para
obtener informacion, envie un correo
electronico al contacto que figura en la

lista.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH MINISTRIES
MINISTERIOS DE CRECIMIENTO
ESPIRITUAL

ENGLISH BIBLE STUDIES *ENG
Thomas Coddington

(925) 481-1669

Wednesday, Upstairs Room #2
7:00-8:30 pm

ESCUELA DE BIBLIA- SAN JERONIMO
*SP

Yulma Diaz, (925) 470-9367

1°"y 5°Jueves, Padua Hall #5

2% 3" Jueves Padua Hall
7:00-9:00 pm

HOLY FAMILY *ENG

Jorge & Yared Oliveros
yss13@yahoo.com /(310) 926-6842
2nd & 4thThursday Via Zoom!!
7:00—-8:15 pm

MADRES RESPONSABLES *SP
Rosalba Vasquez

2do y 4to Viernes, Downstairs Room #7
7:30—9:00pm

ESCUELA DE LA CRUZ *SP
Jose Sanabria

Martes, Office building Room #1
7:00—9:00pm

GRUPO DE ORACION *SP

“EL BUEN PASTOR"

Edwin Tobar

(925)501-1916

Miércoles, En la Iglesia

7:30pm

RUTH SISTERS *ENG

Librada Davis

(925) 848-8925

2nd & 4th Friday

Padua Hall, 11:00 am

10

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
MINISTERIOS LITURGICOS

LITURGY MINISTRY *ENG
Monique Murray, (925) 783-6010
MINISTERIO DE LITURGIA *SP
Moises Leon, (925) 305-0683
3ery 4to Jueves Padua Hall #5
7:00—9:00 pm

ALTARS SERVERS B*

Arnold Lim, (925) 348-3698

GRIEF MINISTRY
Florie Brice, (925) 354-0107

PRAYER MINISTRIES
MINISTERIOS DE ORACION

ADORADORES NOCTURNOS *SP
Jorge Sanchez, (925) 348-0929

Tery 3er Viernes,

Downstairs Room #5, 7:00-9:00pm
DIVINA MISERICORDIA *SP
Viernes, Downstairs Room #6
6:30—8:30pm

ROSARIO DIARIO - DAILYROSARY *B
Florie Brice (925) 354-0107

Isabel Jauregui (925)783-1576

Mon, Wed, Fri *Eng

Mar, Jue, Sab *Sp

Via Facebook Live 6:30 pm
SATURDAY DEVOTION *ENG
Florie Brice (925) 354-0107

1st Saturday, Church

Rosary 8:00 am Mass 8:30 am

YOUTH MINISTRIES
MINISTERIOS JUVENILES

GRUPO DE JOVENES *SP
“LUZY EZPERANZA"
Christian Viera
(925)565-1578

Friday. Padua Hall Room #5
7:00—9:00pm

GLORIA DEI GROUP *ENG
Jajahira Gallardo

Once a month. Padua Hall
7:00 pm

St. Anthony Catholic Church | Oakley, CA

PARISH MINISTRIES, MINIESTERIOS PASTORALES

OUTREACH
CHARITY MINISTRIES
MINISTERIOS DE
ALCANSE Y CARIDAD

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL *B
svdp.sac.oakley@gmail.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS *ENG
Armando Ruiz

(925) 783-4697

2nd Thursday

Knight's Garage

7:00—8:00 pm
COLUMBIETTES *ENG
Celeste Mucio

(925) 301-7293

2nd Wednesday of the Month
Knights' Garage

7:00 pm

SENIOR LUNCHEON *B
Carmen Lomeli

(925) 759-8583

3rd Monday of the Month
Padua Hall

11:30 am

GUADALUPANAS *SP

Carmen Lomeli

(925) 759-8583

2nd Wednesday

Office building Room #3

6:30-8:30 pm

VOCATION PROMOTERS *B
PROMOTORES DE VOCACIONES
Juan M & Luisa Ruiz

(925) 759-6500, (925)759-1781

FIL-AM GROUP
Vic Gutierrez
(925) 437-8848

Y

Main Language in which meetings are
held / Idioma principal en el que se
realizan las reuniones.

Eng- English/lng]es

Sp- Spanish-Espanol
B—Bilingual—Bﬂingﬁe


mailto:svdp.sac.oakley@gmail.com
mailto:svdp.sac.oakley@gmail.com

Your Dream Home

Is Closer Than You Think

Guided by Faith, Driven by Service, Rooted in Community

FINANCING OPTIONS:
* First Time Buyers, Move-Up Buyers, Investors, ITIN
Buyers, HELOCs
* Down Payment Assistance Programs: CalHFA, GSFA
Platinum, Supreme Dream
/ orne ? * Programs for Eligible Occupations; Medical / Health
g w# ' Care, Law Enforcement, Firefighter/Paramedics/EMT
& School Admin & Staff
s Mobile home / Manufactured homes in parks

Whether if's your first home or forever home,
| guide you home with Professionalism,
Integrity, Nurturing care & Knowledge

Strategic pricing and professional marketing
to maximize your results.

Marco Villa

Loan Officer NMLS #255067

Cell: 510.693.2166 .
Marco.Villa@SupremelLending.com

SUPREME
@ LENDING

Notices. Everett Financial, Inc. dba Supreme Lending, NMLS 1D #2129 {www.nmisconsumeraccess.org), 15801 Quorum Orive, Suite 300, Dallas, TX 75254 (877-350-5225). Solicitations made 10 and applications accepled from @

lvonne Monto!

Realtor® DRE #02162052

Cell: 925-940-5992 .
IvonneM.Properties@gmail.com

e

residents in CA: Licensed by the Department of Financial Pratection and Innovation under the Califarnia Residential Hortgage Lending Act. This is not an offer 1o enter into an agreement. Information, rates, and programs
are subject to change without prior notice and may not be available in all states. Ml products are subject ta credit and property appraval. Supreme Lending is not affiliated with any government agency. & 2026. Everent
Financial, Inc. dba Supreme Lending. Ml rights reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity Lender,

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERFE

FOR MORE INFO:

TALK TO FR. RAFAEL HINOJOSA
OR SEND AN EMAIL TO
CARDLINABRSTANTHONYOAKLEY . COM




*
. ANTHONY'S +

Hons O/W

't
NEW ITEMS NUEVOS ARTICULOS
Available inside the
Parish Office & during
Office Hours

Disponibles dentro de la
Oficina Parroquial v
durante Horas de Oficina

w

.
-

negocio aqui

contactanos

CAROLINA@STANTHONYOAKLEY.COM
0O PUEDES HABLAR CON
EL PADRE RAFAEL HINOJOSA
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	By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
	“She was the Queen of Rejected Meals.”
	That’s what I want it to say on my tombstone. Etched in marble, deeply, so the wind and rain of a thousand years can never erase it.
	Humor, you see, masks my despair. I’m sure many of you know the feeling of sweating over a hot stove for an hour to create a dish that a small, picky eater will push away, lips curled with disgust.
	We’ve all made a feast no one wanted to come to.
	It strikes me that “King of Rejected Meals” is an epithet which could likewise be scrawled on the empty tomb. Don’t mistake me — I’m not comparing myself to Christ! (And I’m definitely not comparing my sub-par beef-and-zucchini casserole to the Eucharist, the food of life.)
	I’m just saying that a lot of evenings, when I’m clearing plates from the table, I wonder why I even bother. I wonder why I don’t just give in and let the kids eat potato chips and KitKats for every meal like they want.
	Why don’t I? Well, mom guilt, for starters. But it’s more than that, really. It’s the certainty I have, underneath the resentment, that my efforts aren’t in vain, despite all evidence to the contrary.
	Hope springs eternal, you see. How can we Christians help but be optimistic? We have been welcomed to a feast laid for others. We find our salvation in the ultimate rejected meal, in recognizing what true nourishment looks and feels and tastes like, even — especially! — when the rest of the world does not.
	Maybe one day my kids will eat grilled chicken willingly. Who knows? Miracles happen every day.
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