
Our Mission ð Nuestra Misión  

Our community follows Jesus by praying, loving and serving God. St. Anthony, pray for us.  
Nuestra comunidad conoce y sigue a Jesús rezando, amando, y sirviendo a Dios. San Antonio, ruega por nosotros. 

971 OõHARA AVENUE, OAKLEY, CA    925.625.2048    STANTHONYOAKLEY.COM 

DECEMBER 14 2025 



SACRAMENTS 

Weekend Mass Times 

Daily Mass Times 

Confession/Confesi·n 
Saturday 3:30pm to 4:30pm, 

Thursday 6:30 pm 
or by appointment. 

 
All other Sacraments 

Please call the office for more     
information. 

 

CLERGY 
Fr. Rafael Hinojosa,  
Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Juan Carlos Ponce, 
 Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Alberto Cruz 

Deacon Emeritus Joe Tovar 
Deacon Emeritus Alan Layden 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Alejandra Castellon, Parish Secretary  

Celeste Plate, Parish Bookkeeper 
 

(925) 625-2048        
Fax: (925) 625-4433 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
(Lunes, Mi®rcoles, Viernes) 
9AM to 12PM and 1PM to 6PM 

 

BULLETIN 
Submissions to the Sunday Bulletin 
Deadline by noon on Monday, six 
(6) days prior to the desired Sunday 
of   publication. Send files to           
parish@stanthonyoakley.com. 

 

WEBSITE 
All church ministries are invited to 
share their upcoming events or news 
to our website. Send your info to  
Carolina@stanthonyoakley.com  

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm Eng 

Sunday 8:00 am Eng 

 10:00 am Eng 

 12:00 pm Esp. 

 2:00 pm  Esp. 

 5:00 pm Esp. 

Daily 8:30 am  Bilingual 

Wednesday 6:30 pm  Esp. 

Friday 6:30 pm Bilingual 

 
 

Oline Giving Using VANCO 
Donaciones Por Linea Usando VANCO 

 
THANK YOU! 

MUCHAS GRACIAS! 

St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) St. Anthony Conference 
 

If you need assistance, or like to volunteer or donate, contact the St. Vincent 
de Paul St. Anthony Conference at 925-325-7424. We provide various forms 
of assistance which may include food, clothes, furniture, housing assistance, 
and referrals to other professional agencies. (Food Pantry) Open on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturday from 8:30AM to 10:00AM./Si necesita ayuda, o desea 
ser voluntario o donar, comun²quese con la Conferencia de San Vicente de 
Pa¼l San Antonio al 925-325-7424. Brindamos diversas formas de asistencia 
que pueden incluir alimentos, ropa, muebles, asistencia para vivienda y     

referencias a otras agencias profesionales. (Despensa de alimentos) Abierto 
el segundo y cuarto s§bado de 8:30 am. a 10:00 am. 

Sundayôs CollectionðTotals from December 7, 2025 

Thank you for your generous support /Gracias por su generoso apoyo. 

Second Collection Schedule 

 PLATE ONLINE 

1st Collection $ 11,604.00 $ 1,199.72 

2nd Collection $ 880.00 $  283.02 

December  14 Retired Religious Fund / Fondo para los Religiosos Retirados 

December  21 Padua Hall Maintenance / Mantenimiento para Sal·n Padua 

FAITH  FORMATION  
COORDINATORS 
Call the Parish Office,  
(925) 625-2048  

for more program information or  
to register.  

Baptism, Parish Secretary 
 CCD, Jajahira Gallardo 

 EDGE, Emma Arcayena 

 Youth Confirmation,  
Jajahira Gallardo 

 

Christian Initiation: 
 For Adults (English)  
Julio & Lizette Suarez 

 For Adults (Espa¶ol),  
Dcn. Alberto y Claudia Cruz 

 For Children,  
Alejandro y Veronica Mercado  



GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Third Sunday of Advent  
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
When I was 11, I was riding my bike on a Friday night 
in Scottsdale, Arizona. I saw giant spotlights swirling 
in the sky. Something amazing had to be happening. I 
pedaled after them with excitement. Sweaty and tired, 
I arrived, only to find a used car lot. Bright lights, 
flapping banners, inflatable balloon men swaying 
wildly in the wind. I stood there, heart sinking. All 
that spectacle, and all my effort é for this? 
As life proceeds, we learn what it is like to pursue 
promising but fruitless searches. This week we hear 
Jesus ask the crowds regarding John the Baptist: 
ñWhat did you go out to the desert to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind?ò (Matthew 11:7). Heôs not just 
describing the crowdôs mis-aimed pursuit. Heôs    
naming our tendency to chase after whatôs flashy but 
flimsy. 
What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is endless    
video reels on my phone, worldly pleasures,            
entertainment in sports, and the good opinion of     
others. Inflated distractions that bend whichever way 
the wind blows. But they canôt satisfy my soul. What 
are your flimsy reeds?  
John the Baptist wasnôt a swaying reed. He was    
rooted, grounded, unafraid to speak the solid truth. 
The people went to see him because, deep down, they 
were starving for something real. 
This Advent, the Church asks us to reassess: What are 
we really looking for? Are we chasing the dazzling but 
hollow? Or are we seeking what is solid and lasting ð 
that which points to Christ? 
 
ð Father John Muir 

SUNDAY'S READINGS 
First Reading: 
Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return and 
enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; they 
will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning 
will flee. (Isa 35:10) 
Psalm: 
Lord, come and save us. (Ps 146) 
Second Reading: 
Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 
Lord. (Jas 5:7) 
Gospel: 
Jesus said to them in reply, ñGo and tell John what 
you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to 
them.ò (Mt 11:4-5) 

(PRACTICING)ðCATHOLIC 
 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY 
MOMENTS By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
What We See in the Desert 
 
Iôve always wanted to see a real desert.  
 

I know all about frigid, snowy winters and 
warm, wet summers. I grew up on rich soil that 
yields lush vegetation and bountiful harvests. 
But Iôve never experienced a desert, not in my 
own country or abroad, and Iôm curious.  
 

I know there must be something magical about 
the desert for it to feature so heavily in Scrip-
ture, for it to provide a backdrop to so many 
crucial moments of salvation history. The Isra-
elites following the cloud, the temptation of 
Christ, the voice crying out: ñPrepare the way 
for the Lord.ò 
 

Why do these moments have to happen in a de-
sert? Why do they make so much less sense in a 
tropical rainforest or a verdant forest? 
 

I think itôs because the desert doesnôt have any-
thing to offer us, at first glance. No one longs 
for the physical sensation of a dry heat and a 
beating sun. But the vast emptiness and the al-
most mystical harshness ð even if we donôt 
desire and delight in it, this is a setting that we 
understand, somehow, intrinsically. We know it 
deep within our soul. God is there. 
 

We go to Mass. We go to Confession. We pray. 
We read Scripture. In doing all these things, 
again and again, we go out to the desert.  
 

Why? What are we expecting to see? 
 

If we expect to be entertained, we will be disap-
pointed. If we expect reassurance, we will be 
disappointed. If we expect to feel pleasant and 
safe and sheltered, we will be disappointed.  
 

The desert is there to challenge us. The desert is 
there to show us who we are, and who we can 
be.  
 

So go. 

Weekly Prayer, Worship & Meditation 



Our Men and Women of the military services. 

St. Anthonyôs Prayer List 
If you wish to add  a loved one who is in need of our 
prayers, please call the Parish office at 625-2048, 

Names will be posted for a month. 

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Community Prayer, Oraci·n en Comunidad 

Emerita Ventocilla 
Sonia Perez 

Socorro Valladares 
Alicia Morales 
Jesus Ramos 
Maria Rodriguez 
David Erikson 

Alexander Chambelain 
Clifford Lopez 
Carmen Rubio 
Isaac Villanueva 

Guillermo Villanueva 
Emily Avendano 
Claudia Martinez 
Maria Morales 

Pedro Leonardo Morales 
Marco Antonio Fernandez 

Rita Reynolds 
Emily Arendano 
Mario Cisneros 
Lucia Olasiman 

Omar Jonathan Sr Abrea 

Saturday, December 13 

5:00 PM Eulugio Oseguera ¥ 

 Catalina Oseguera (salud) 

Sunday, December 14 

8:00 AM Bryant Khird ¥ 

 Emerita Ventocilla (Healing) 

10:00 AM Sol & Bernardino Carpio ¥ 

 Fr. Ponce Fam. 

12:00 PM Por la Comunidad 

  

2:00 PM Agustin Garcia ¥ 

 Pdro Luis Reynoso (B-day) 

5:00 PM Rafael Borrayo ¥ 

 Familia Sanchez (Salud) 

Monday, December 15 

6:00 PM Benjamin Contreras ¥ 

 Emma Rosie Avendano (B-day) 

Tuesday, December 16 

8:30 AM Ramon Valladoli ¥ 

 Blanca Gomez (Health) 

Wednesday, December 17 

8:30 AM          Michael Mehan ¥ 

  

6:30 PM ñ 

  

Thursday, December 18 

8:30 AM Estela Sheriff ¥ 

 Alicia Valle (B-day) 

Friday, December 19 

8:30 AM Arcadio & Natalia Castellanoz ¥ 

6:30 AM Jajahira Gallardo (B-day) 

Friday: 7:00 pm to 
11:00 pm  
Scheduling  
Coordinator:  
Leticia Yerena 
 (925) 783-4494

Lunes a Viernes: 9:30 
am a 6:30pm ,  
Viernes: 7:00 pm a 
11:00 pm 

Coordinadora del     
Horario:  

Leticia Yerena 
 (925) 783-4494



MEDITACION DEL EVANGELIO 
Tercer Domingo de Adviento 
Mateo 11:2-11 
 
Cuando ten²a 11 a¶os, andaba en bicicleta un viernes por 
la noche en Scottsdale, Arizona. Vi enormes reflectores 
girando en el cielo. Algo asombroso deb²a estar sucedien-
do. Pedale® tras ellos con entusiasmo. Sudoroso y cansado, 
llegu®, solo para encontrarme con un lote de autos usados. 
Luces brillantes, pancartas ondeando, mu¶ecos inflables 
movi®ndose salvajemente con el viento. Me qued® all², con 
el coraz·n encogido. àTodo ese espect§culo, y todo mi 
esfuerzoé para esto? 
A medida que avanza la vida, aprendemos lo que significa 
perseguir b¼squedas prometedoras pero infructuosas. Esta 
semana escuchamos a Jes¼s preguntar a la multitud sobre 
Juan el Bautista: "àQu® salieron a ver al desierto? àUna 
ca¶a mecida por el viento?" (Mateo 11:7). No solo descri-
be la b¼squeda equivocada de la multitud, sino que tam-
bi®n se¶ala nuestra tendencia a perseguir lo llamativo pero 
superficial. 
àCu§les son nuestras ca¶as que se mecen con el viento? 
Para m², son los interminables videos en mi tel®fono, los 
placeres mundanos, el entretenimiento deportivo y la bue-
na opini·n de los dem§s. Distracciones infladas que se in-
clinan hacia donde sopla el viento. Pero no pueden satisfa-
cer mi alma. àCu§les son tus ca¶as superficiales? 
Juan el Bautista no era una ca¶a que se mec²a con el vien-
to. Estaba arraigado, firme, sin miedo a decir la verdad. La 
gente iba a verlo porque, en el fondo, anhelaba algo real. 
En este Adviento, la Iglesia nos invita a reflexionar: àQu® 
buscamos realmente? àPerseguimos lo deslumbrante pero 
vac²o? àO buscamos lo s·lido y duradero, aquello que nos 
lleva a Cristo? 
 
ð Padre John Muir 

Oraci·n Semanal,  Adoraci·n & Meditaci·n 

LECTURAS DEL DOMINGO 
Primera lectura: 
Los redimidos del Se¶or volver§n y entrar§n en Si·n 
con c§nticos, coronados de alegr²a eterna; la alegr²a y 
el gozo los acompa¶ar§n, y la tristeza y el lamento 
huir§n. (Isa²as 35:10) 
Salmo: 
Se¶or, ven y s§lvanos. (Salmo 146) 
Segunda lectura: 
Tengan paciencia, hermanos, hasta la venida del    
Se¶or. (Santiago 5:7) 
Evangelio: 
Jes¼s les respondi·: çVayan y cu®ntenle a Juan lo que 
oyen y ven: los ciegos ven, los cojos andan, los         
leprosos son sanados, los sordos oyen, los muertos 
resucitan y a los pobres se les anuncia la buena          
noticiaè. (Mateo 11:4-5) 

CATOLICA - (PRACTICANTE) 
RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS MOMENTOS 
ORDINARIOS 
Por Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
Lo que Vemos en el Desierto 
 
Siempre he querido ver un desierto de verdad.  
 

Lo s® todo sobre los inviernos g®lidos y neva-
dos y los veranos c§lidos y h¼medos. Crec² en 
un suelo rico que produce una vegetaci·n exu-
berante y cosechas abundantes. Pero nunca he 
experimentado un desierto, ni en mi propio pa²s 
ni en el extranjero, y tengo curiosidad.  
 

S® que debe haber algo m§gico en el desierto 
para que aparezca tan fuertemente en las Escri-
turas, para que proporcione un tel·n de fondo a 
tantos momentos cruciales de la historia de la 
salvaci·n. Los israelitas siguiendo la nube, la 
tentaci·n de Cristo, la voz que gritaba: 
"Preparad el camino al Se¶or". 
 

àPor qu® estos momentos tienen que suceder en 
un desierto? àPor qu® tienen mucho menos sen-
tido en una selva tropical o en un bosque verde? 
 

Creo que es porque el desierto no tiene nada 
que ofrecernos, a primera vista. Nadie anhela la 
sensaci·n f²sica de un calor seco y un sol abra-
sador. Pero el vasto vac²o y la dureza casi m²sti-
ca, incluso si no lo deseamos ni nos deleitamos 
en ®l, este es un escenario que entendemos, de 
alguna manera, intr²nsecamente. Lo sabemos en 
lo profundo de nuestra alma. Dios est§ ah². 
 

Vamos a misa. Vamos a la confesi·n. Oramos. 
Leemos las Escrituras. Al hacer todas estas co-
sas, una y otra vez, salimos al desierto.  
 

àPor qu®? àQu® esperamos ver? 
 

Si esperamos ser entretenidos, nos decepciona-
remos. Si esperamos tranquilidad, nos decep-
cionaremos. Si esperamos sentirnos agradables, 
seguros y protegidos, nos decepcionaremos.  
 

El desierto est§ ah² para desafiarnos. El desierto 
est§ ah² para mostrarnos qui®nes somos y qui®-
nes podemos ser.  
 

As² que ve. 



Parish Announcements, Anuncios Parroquiales 



Other Parish Announcements, Otros Anuncios Parroquiales 



Other Parish Announcements, Otros Anuncios Parroquiales 


